CAMBRIDGE

The first picture that comes to many minds on hearing the
word ' Cambridge ' is that of the ' Backs '. The picture
is composed of smooth green lawns, sloping down to the river
with its many bridges; of the early green of the willows,
the late gold of the chestnuts in the meadows, the crocuses in
John's gardens; of the grey pinnacles of King's College
Chapel, the yellow-pink of Trinity library, the mellow red
brick of John's and the timbering of Queens'. Yet once these
quiet lawns and cloistered courts were busy hithes and wharfes
whose names, Cornhithe, Flaxhithe, Garlichithe, Salthithe,
recall the trade of a medieval river port. It was in the river
meadow adjoining Barnwell Priory that the famous c Stour-
bridge Fair' was held, for Cambridge was the distributing
centre for the merchandise of the towns of Flanders and the
Hanseatic League. Gradually, however, from the thirteenth
century onwards, the University grew up, its fame eclipsed
that of the town and its Colleges took the place of the quays,
until to-day the river belongs to ' eights' and punts rather
than to corn barges.

It is not possible here to give a history of the growth of the
University nor of the individual colleges. Their founders
include medieval and Tudor churchmen, religious orders,
pious noblewomen, townsmen, kings and queens. In origin
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